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All individuals who are sentenced with Huber/work release privileges are screened by the Dane County Sheriff’s Office to determine 

eligibility for the Jail Diversion (CAMP) Program. Those who are eligible for jail diversion may serve their jail sentence while residing 

in their homes with DCSO staff monitoring their activity via electronic monitoring (GPS.) Jail Diversion is the only option to exercise 

Huber/Work Release privileges in Dane County. Dane County no longer operates a Huber/Work Release facility. A DCSO social 

worker is assigned to the jail diversion unit to conduct orientations and support jail diversion participants. In late 2021, DCSO 

launched a case management program to better support high-risk jail diversion participants.   
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Wellpath has provided health care for the Dane County Jail since January of 2008. Each person that is booked into the jail receives a 
medical and mental health screening. The Dane County Jail is an accredited National Commission on Correctional Health Care 
(NCCHC) facility which means that the Wellpath processes and procedures meet the required standards set forth by NCCHC. The 
Wellpath staff and the jail undergo an internal audit every three years to ensure compliance with NCCHC standards. 
 
Wellpath provides 24-hour medical and mental health care, which includes discharge planning and medications to residents leaving 
the facility. Wellpath provides nursing and mental health professionals who complete an intake assessment on each person entering 
the facility. Wellpath also assists residents with contacting community support groups prior to being released. All residents in the 
Dane County Jail receive a full physical assessment if they remain incarcerated for a two-week period. This assessment is provided 
free of charge and is done by a Registered Nurse. The contract includes all medical, mental health, dental and pharmacological 
services. The Wellpath medical department is accredited through the National Commission on Correctional HealthCare. (NCCHC).  
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Reentry is the umbrella term used to define the transition from jail or prison back into the community. The process of reentry is 

supported by the Reentry Coordinators who provide services to all residents in the Dane County Jail who are sentenced to be 

released into the community, residents who request assistance due to plea or court releases, and/or residents who are serving 

Probation sanctions.   
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The Re-Entry resource desk is aimed at connecting clients who are in need of resources after being released from the Dane County 

Jail. Volunteers will staff the desk from 1:00pm to 5:00 Monday through Friday. A variety of resources will be offered, such as 

hygiene products and clothing, along with information about:  

• Local food pantries 

• Homeless services 

• Medication-assisted Treatment (MAT) 

• BadgerCare/ FoodShare 

• Substance Use treatment providers 

• Transportation 

• Medical and Mental Health resources 

• Education and employment opportunities 
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Harm-reduction vending machines are an evidence-based strategy for providing essential harm-reduction supplies to drug users. 

They are stocked with supplies such as naloxone, Fentanyl test strips and Kits, gun locks, and First Aid safe use kits.  
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Parenting Inside Out 

The Parenting Inside Out program is a 26-hour, evidence-based, cognitive-behavioral parent management skills training program developed for 

criminal justice-involved parents.  The parenting program is appropriate for both incarcerated mothers and fathers.  As part of a reentry 

program, Parenting Inside Out has a proven impact on reducing recidivism and criminal behavior, while improving family relationships and 

parenting skills. PIO is a seven-week program with ten participants allowed in each cohort at a time. 

 

Child-Friendly Contact Visits  

The Dane County Sheriff’s Office recognizes the importance of family connections. Historically, contact visitation occurs in prisons but is very 

limited in county jails. The Dane County Jail offers child-friendly contact visits to help parents and children maintain a connection and improve 

chances of successful reunification upon release. As a prerequisite, parents must complete our 7-week parenting training program, Parenting 

Inside Out (PIO), which teaches speaking, listening, and problem-solving skills, as well as emotion regulation and age-specific parenting 

techniques. These visits occur one Saturday per month, with a maximum of five families per visit.  
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Madison Metropolitan School District 
 
The MMSD's Metro High in the DCJ is available to school age youth who have not yet completed high school. Students have access 

to a continuum of innovative program options designed to support earning their home high school diploma while in custody. 

Individual Education Plans (IEPs) are addressed and updated by Metro staff, who also provide case-management. In addition to 

academics, students are able to participate in physical fitness activities and Social Emotional Learning activities (self-advocacy, 

problem-solving, anger management, conflict resolution, yoga, mindfulness, etc.). Project opportunities with local artists, 

therapeutic animal visits, and collaborative community support for students accessing Huber are also available. The curriculum is 

individually designed to address each student's current and future needs.  

 

 

2

3

1

0
0

0.5

1

1.5

2

2.5

3

3.5

Q1 Q2 Q3 Q4

MMSD Graduations



 

Madison College provides 26 hours per week/37 weeks per year of Adult Basic Education to students in the jail. Instruction focuses 

on, to name a few: Basic educational skills, Wisconsin 5.09 completion prep, GED/HSED prep/testing, ESL instruction and 

employability skills.  Madison College’s testing center provides on-site computerized testing for the National GED tests and 

Wisconsin’s State Civics test. Upon release, we assist students to transition to Madison College education/training programs to 

continue their education goals.  
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